
Public Safety Improvement Act (PSIA)

Oversight Council Meeting 
Wednesday April 13th, 2016 • 1:00pm CST
Capital Building • LRC Room 414
Pierre, SD
Attendance:

Chief Justice Appointments:  Judge Patricia Riepel, Attorney Bruce Hubbard, Greg Sattizahn (SCAO)
Legislative Appointments:  Senators Jim Bradford and Craig Tieszen, Representatives Jacqueline Sly, and Karen Soli

Governor Appointments:  Jim Seward (Chairman), Mark Smith (Board of Pardons and Paroles), Laurie Feiler (DOC), Amy Iversen-Pollreisz (DSS) 

Attorney General Appointment:  Aaron McGowan (Minnehaha County State’s Attorney) 

Council Staff:  Troy Schmid (SCAO), Sadie Stevens (Governor’s Office)
Absent: Judge Jeff Davis
Call to Order, Welcome, and Introductions 
Council Chair Jim Seward called the meeting to order at 1:00pm.
Stakeholder Council Update- (Sheriff Kevin Thom)
Sheriff Thom provided an overview of the discussions amongst the stakeholder council. Items of discussion included:

· A dialogue on the perception that probation and parole may be a “revolving door” for offenders. 
· An overview of concerns expressed to the Stakeholder Council that there is a lack of local treatment options in rural areas.
· A synopsis of the ongoing education about the PSIA to help ensure the understanding of goals and processes. 
Implementation Status Reports

Department of Corrections PSIA Status Updates – (Deputy Secretary Laurie Feiler)

Deputy Secretary Laurie Feiler provided an overview of the status of DOC’s PSIA implementation covering the following points, as well as reviewing numbers from Appendix 2. (More of this information is provided in Appendix 2 and the 2015 Annual Report):

· Tribal Parole Program, which has successfully transitioned out of the pilot program phase into a more permanent establishment within the DOC
· 78 offenders served through March

· 48 offenders served from July-December2015

· Services in the Community
· St. Francis House – 123 offenders served through March.
· Overall, community bedding has increased.
Unified Judicial System’s PSIA Status Update – (Greg Sattizahn)
Greg Sattizahn outlined the recent updates and status of the UJS’s implementation of the PSIA. 
· Presumptive Probation
· Most common reason for deviation from presumptive probation appears to be the result of prior convictions existing for the offender.
· Since inception of the PSIA, only 8 percent of presumptive probation participants have been revoked back to prison. .

· Drug Court expansion was approved by the 2016 Legislature bringing statewide capacity from 305 to 445.

· SB 55 removed the pilot designation from the HOPE Program

· HOPE has been beneficial for rural areas that do not have access to a drug court.
Department of Social Services PSIA Status Update – (Deputy Secretary Amy Iversen-Pollreisz)

Deputy Secretary Amy Iversen-Pollreisz outlined the recent updates and status of DSS’s implementation of the PSIA. 

· MRT and CBISA
· Completion rates has been very promising compared to that of national program rates 
· 61 percent of people referred to the program successfully complete the program compared to the national average of 42 percent. Approximately 90 percent of parolees and probationers who have successfully completed CBISA avoided returning to the system.
SAVIN Update – (Jamie Freestone)
Jamie Freestone outlined the recent updates and status of SAVIN’s implementation.

· UJS will be incorporated into the SAVIN system.
· Within the next 30 days, SAVIN will be adding three additional counties. Currently, three counties have jail information available for reportable charges through SAVIN.
Probation and Parole Response Matrices – (Doug Clark & Greg Sattizahn)

Doug Clark, the executive director of the Board of Pardons and Parole, provided a summary and explanation of the response matrices built used by the parole agents. The matrices will be made available on the PSIA website for reference and review.
· The matrices is set up to allow discretion between choices while also being clear on what events cause a loss of Earned Discharge Credits (EDCs). 
· Responses are expected to be swift and certain to correct problematic behavior.
· Higher probation violation resulting in prison time percentage likely due to less severe problems being handled prior to filing a probation violation and appearing in front of a judge.

· Other parole and probation response information is available on the website.
Greg Sattizahn also updated the group on the UJS Response Grid and summarized data relating to the use of the response grid and probation violations.
Questions/Comments/Notes
· Grant application has been submitted for woman’s housing funding in Pennington County. 
NEXT MEETING:  The next meeting date will be determined at a future date. =
ADJOURN: The meeting adjourned at 4:00pm.
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